  SOCIOLOGY 207V--QUANTITATIVE METHODS OF SOCIAL RESEARCH
Fall 2003

Time:
MWF, 11:00AM

Classroom:  Montieth 203.  Days marked * will be devoted to using SPSS.  You should bring the textbook to class on those days.  Other days will be general lectures/discussion.  I will also post notes for these classes on my web site.  You should read the notes before the topic is covered in class.  Any changes to this schedule will be announced in class and posted on my web site. 

Professor: 
David Weakliem



Manchester 320



486-3693



e-mail:  Weakliem@uconn.edu



web page: http://www.sp.uconn.edu/~weakliem

Office Hours:
Monday 12-1, Thursday 11-12, and by appointment.


This course is an introduction to the basic quantitative methods used in sociological research.  The major topics are:  (1) descriptive statistics; (2) correlation and regression; (3) significance (hypothesis) tests.  The computer package SPSS will be used for data analysis.  No prior knowledge of SPSS is assumed.  Practical and ethical problems involved in the analysis of sociological data will be discussed.  

Requirements and Grading:



1.  Midterm (Oct 13)--15%



2.  Final Exam (Dec 13)--30%



3.  Three SPSS projects (dates indicated on syllabus)--33%



4.  In-class exercises--22%


The midterm and final exam will include some calculations, but mostly will be short answers—for example, interpreting results and defining or explaining concepts. Since this course counts for "C" credit, you must pass the part #3 to pass the course.  

Readings:  There is a textbook for sale at the Co-op:  Darren George and Paul Mallory, SPSS for Windows Step-by-Step, 4th edition.  You don't need to read the George and Mallery chapters before class, although you should look at them. 

Notes
1. In order to learn this topic, it is necessary to attend class regularly and keep up with the work.  It is very difficult to let things slide and then catch up at the end.  

2. If you need an extension on an assignment, or will be unable to take an exam at the regularly scheduled time, contact me in advance—the earlier the better.  If unexpected problems come up (e. g., your car breaks down on the way to an exam), contact me as soon as possible.  If I'm not there to answer the phone, leave a message by phone, e-mail, or the department fax (860 486-6356).  

3. The college has asked faculty to mention University policies on grade appeals.  Basically, once final grades are in, they’re almost impossible to change.  If you’re concerned about your grade, talk to me before the final exam or the due date for the assignment.  

4. SPSS is available at a number of public computers around campus, including some in the library (first floor).  Check with me if you need to find a convenient spot.  If you live off campus and usually work at home, you may find it more convenient to buy your own copy, but check with me first:  SPSS is expensive and there are several different versions.

5. I remind you of the University policy on academic misconduct (especially plagiarism). 


SCHEDULE

Aug 25

Introduction

Aug 27

Nature of sociological data

Aug 29

Relationships between variables




Sept 1


LABOR DAY—No class

Sept 3*

Introduction to SPSS








George and Mallery, chapters 1-2

Sept 5*

Crosstabs in SPSS





George and Mallery, chapter 8

Sept  8
*

Recoding and Transforming variables in SPSS





George and Mallery, chapter 4

Sept 10*

Comparing Means in SPSS





George and Mallery, chapter 9

Sept 12*

More on Comparing Means in SPSS





George and Mallery, chapter 12

Sept 15

Means and Medians

Sept 17*

Basic Graphs in SPSS

Sept 19

Dispersion and the standard deviation

Sept 22

Variation within and between groups

Sept 24*

Work on Project 1




Sept 26

Linear relationships


PROJECT 1 DUE

Sept 29

Simple linear regression

Oct  1*


Simple linear regression in SPSS





George and Mallery, chapter 15

Oct  3


Predicted values and residuals

Oct 6


Correlation

Oct 8*


Correlation in SPSS





George and Mallery, chapter 10

Oct 10


Cross-tabulations

Oct 13


MIDTERM EXAM

Oct 15*

Cross-tabulations in SPSS





George and Mallery, chapter 8

Oct 17


"Controlling for" a third variable

Oct 20


Multiple Regression

Oct 22
*

Work on Project 2

Oct 24

 
Dummy variables in regression
PROJECT 2 DUE

Oct 27*

Multiple regression in SPSS

Oct 29


Measures of fit in regression

Oct 31


Standardized regression coefficients

Nov 3


Relationship between correlation and regression

Nov 5*

More multiple regression in SPSS

Nov 7


Interaction (Specification) Effects

Nov 10

Interaction Effects in Regression 

Nov 12*

Interaction Effects in SPSS 

Nov 14

Populations, Samples, and Generalization

Nov 17

Sample statistics

Nov 19*

Work on Project 3


Nov 21

Confidence intervals


PROJECT 3 DUE

Dec  1

 
Hypothesis tests for a sample statistic

Dec  3*

Sampling in SPSS

Dec 5


Interpreting hypothesis tests


Dec 13


FINAL EXAM

