Sociology 207V

Sept 10, 2003

Creating an Index with Transform/Compute

Questions from Religion survey

34b.
1. Children are more likely to grow up to be moral adults when they are raised in a religious faith


     -OR-


2. Children are just as likely to grow up to be moral adults whether or not they are raised in a   


     religious faith

c.
1.  It IS NOT necessary to believe in God in order to be moral and have good values.


     -OR-


2.  It IS necessary to believe in God in order to be moral and have good values.

d.
1. The strength of American society is based on the religious faith of its people.


     -OR-


2. Our society would be strong even if most Americans did not have a religious faith.

I think that all of these questions reflect a common attitude:  whether religion is necessary for good moral values.  So we could get a measure of views on this topic by combining a person's scores on all questions.  But it wouldn't make sense to just add the scores.  On questions 34b and d, LOWER values indicate agreement, while on questions 34c, HIGHER values indicate agreement.  We have two options:  (1) recode 34c so that "is necessary"=1 and "is not necessary"=2, and then add all of the scores using transform/compute.  (2)  Using transform/compute, say relig_im=q34b-q34c+q34d.  That is, SUBTRACT 34c rather than adding it.

Examples:  Suppose person A definitely believes that religion is necessary.  Using the original coding, he answers 1, 2, 1.  Person B definitely believes that religion isn't necessary; she answers 2, 1, 2.  

Method 1:  
A's scores become 1, 1, 1.  Total=3.



B's scores become 2, 2, 2.  Total=6.

Method 2:  
For A, relig_im=1-2+1=0



For B, relig_im=2-1+2=3

So in both methods, B's score is three points higher than A's.  Whether the scores start at 3 or 0 is arbitrary.  Both ways, a higher score means disagreement, and the maximum possible difference in scores is 3.  So the conclusions of any analysis about which groups are more or less inclined to believe this will be the same regardless of which method you used to create the index.

Assignment:  Use COMPARE MEANS to examine the relationship between the variables you looked at in the crosstab assignment which you turned in Monday.  If necessary, use recode to put categories into a sensible order.  

