Sociology 207

Topics for Final Exam

The final is on Saturday, Dec 13, at 8:00 AM in Montieth 203

Oct 17  Interpreting Regression Output

Which numbers you need

Meaning of positive and negative regression coefficients

Computing predicted values

Oct 20  Multiple regression


Why multiple regression results are different from simple 


Interpreting multiple regression coefficients

Oct 22  Dummy variables


What they are and when you'd use them


Interpreting (reference category)


Multiple dummy variables

Oct 31 Importance of Independent variables

Unstandardized coefficients--affected by scale

standardized coefficients--definition and interpretation

relation between standardized coefficients and R2 

standardized coefficients and dummy variables

Nov 5  Choosing Models

Why not include more independent variables?

Residual Mean Square

Calculating RMS

Meaning of RMS--estimated error of prediction

Minimizing RMS


Nov 10  Intervening variables

Idea of an intervening variable

Direct, Indirect, and Total Effects

Getting them from regression output

Which regression gives total, which gives direct

Nov 14 Interaction effects


Idea--effect of one variable depends on value of another


Creating interaction (product) variable


Interpreting results with an interaction variable

Nov 21  Sampling

Population and samples

Different samples give different results

Measuring difference from sample to sample

Dec 1  Confidence Intervals

Standard error of regression coefficients

Creating confidence intervals

Interpreting confidence intervals

